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Development Authority’s First Class Success
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Over 400 people attended the official opening of the campus. Featured speakers included Campus
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This quarterly newsletter is designed to inform Fairburn residents, property owners, business owners and others about events, challenges,
changes and facts relating to Development in our City. This publication will keep you up-to-date on all development issues including news,
highlights, events, business tips and tourism efforts.

Additional Grand Opening Photos
Ray Hannah, Development Authority Chairman noted, “Ultimately, we envision our campus as a first class educational venue incorporating
adult and technical education and customized business and industry workforce training. This combination of programs, courses and services
will enable the city of Fairburn to be recognized as the intelligent choice for South Metro Atlanta residents seeking post secondary training
and lifelong educational experiences; and for companies and organizations requiring customized training and retraining services.”

Member Spotlight
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information
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city and our
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Hal Shields is the Development Authority Secretary-Treasurer. A
graduate of the University of Georgia, Hal holds a Master’s degree
from Emory University and a Ph. D. in Educational Leadership
from Georgia State University.
Hal retired from the Fulton County School System in 1991 after a
career spanning 35 years. He served in variety of positions including classroom teacher at Campbell High School here in Fairburn
and then continued his career with Fulton County Schools as Assistant Principal, Principal, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum
and Instruction and Associate Superintendent for Curriculum and
Instruction.
As a member of the Fairburn Development Authority and a resident
of Fairburn for 61 years , Hal brings a wealth of experience and
knowledge to our city and our citizens.

Jeff Couch, a principal in Couch Realty has been restoring historic properties for over
20 years in Alabama, Atlanta and in Fairburn. In the last eight years Jeff has concentrated his energy in the restoration of buildings on our Main Street and attracting new
businesses to Fairburn. He has single-handedly been his own Development Authority in
renovations of historic properties at 98 West Broad Street, 110 West Broad Street, 136
West Broad Street and 123 East Broad Street.
With a keen interest in design, Jeff understands the importance of enhancing the attractiveness of our Downtown Business District. He has been one of the driving forces behind Fairburn’s involvement in the Main Street program. An Army veteran with a marketing degree from the University of Alabama, Jeff is also a talented musician who can
often be heard picking and singing at the Farmers’ Market on Saturday mornings.
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Business Needs Survey. Please take a few minutes to complete the survey. It will help us help you.
Additions to Downtown

Fairburn Sporting Goods is now open at 23 W. Broad
Street. Owned by husband-and-wife team James and Japonika Crawford, the store carries sports equipment, team
uniforms, cheer and dance apparel, trophies and more.
Personal Touch Medical Center recently opened at 65
West Campbellton Street. Dr. Latasha Burgess is a board
certified Family Physician. Medical treatments include
Physical Exams/Preventive Care, Diabetes Screening and
Management, Hypertension Screening and Management ,Women’s Health and Elder Care.

The Development Authority/Downtown Development Authority meets at 4:00 pm on the third Monday of every month at City
Hall. The public is encouraged to attend. We’re on the web at www.fairburn.com. The Authority is composed of seven (7) members created and appointed by the City Council and recognized by the State of Georgia as a public corporation with a specified set of powers and a specific purpose and mission to:






Revitalize and redevelop the central business district
Develop and promote for the public good and general welfare, trade, commerce, industry, and employment opportunities
Finance projects within the central business district that will develop and promote the public good and general welfare
Issue bonds to finance projects
Authority Members : Ray Hannah, - Chair, Jean Barkley Russell, - Vice-Chair, Hal Shields, Secretary-Treasurer, John Carr, Sr.,
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Main Street Program a Step Closer
The initial on-site visit by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs Office of Downtown Development (ODD) took place
at City Hall on September 15. Martha Reimann of the ODD staff met with key stakeholders, the Mayor and members of City
Council and the Downtown Development Authority to provide information and outline the steps in the process. A question and
answer session followed. The meeting was a critically important first step for the City in moving forward in attaining Main
Street status. Additional meetings will be scheduled for key stakeholders and members of the community. The Development
Authority will be seeking a group of dedicated and supportive volunteers to assist in this effort. All citizens are encouraged to
participate. Updated information will be made available on the city website at www.fairburn.com.
It is of interest to note that investing in downtown development has returned some significant dividends statewide. Since 1980,
in Georgia Better Hometown and Main Street Cities, over 7,000 net new businesses and over 36,000 net new jobs have
been created in cities under 50,000 in population, for a total public and private sector investment of over $1.7 Billion!
That is reason enough for city leaders to continue to nurture the heart and soul of their city - its downtown.

This newsletter is published by the Development Authority of Fairburn to promote the affairs of the Authority as well as to highlight programs and activities of affiliated groups. You can direct comments, suggestions and questions to Development Authority/Downtown Development Authority at econdev@fairburn.com or call 770.969. 6315. Editor: Patrick Pallend

